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EFFECT OF ONSET CONSONANT

RISING CONTOURS IN SOUTH ASIAN LANGUAGES
TOWARDS A COMPARATIVE INTONATIONAL PHONOLOGY 

BACKGROUND SUMMARY
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L TONE ALIGNMENT
• South Asia is called a “linguistic area” (E56) 
• “Typical” South Asian lgs (SALs) have: 

• Retroflexes, breathy-voiced Cs, few fricatives 
• Echo reduplication, no inflectional prefixes 
• SOV order, non-nominative experiencers 

• Over time, linguists have identified 
exceptions and regional patterns (S12) 

• Is there a “typical” SAL intonation? 
• Are there exceptions / regional patterns? 
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